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Dr. M.B.Aswath Narayanan
President
IDA Madras Branch

Dr. M.B.Aswath Narayanan

Dear Members,

Dentistry is passing through a crucial phase in our country. 
With 309 Dental Colleges producing nearly 25,000 undergraduates 
& 6000 postgraduates every year, the Dental Surgeon to population 
ratio is slowly going down to acceptable limits. 

On the downside not all the passed outs go on to start 
practice- many leave the profession to join other activities, some go 
abroad, a few do not  continue with their profession .Further most 
often  they end up in urban areas only.

This leads to a chocking effect in urban areas & lack of quality 
care in rural areas. About rural areas, I shall dwell in the next issue.

In urban areas, as the competition increases, incomes are 
bound to be affected. Dental Surgeons have invested a lot in 
education, setting up a practice & created a lifestyle commensurate 
with their profession-but mostly with loans. And once when returns 
do not meet the expectations, a lot of bad taste is left in the mouth- 
literally!!!

Therefore sound financial planning may be the key even as one 
enters the undergraduate curriculum & the student comes to terms 
with what to expect outside. He should be educated in this aspect- 
the department of Public Health Dentistry taking the lead. Secondly , 
to outshine the others certain measures need to be undertaken- 
Evidence based practice, asepsis, correct waste disposal through 
Governmental agencies, following DCI ethical guidelines, following  
local corporation/ municipality guidelines (regarding land, building, 
name board, tax, drainage) and ethical practice. Keeping abreast of 
all the recent advances is a must as the patients are well informed.

Keep in mind the golden adage-"The treatment of the disease 
must not be worse than the disease itself". It is better to be safe 
than sorry.
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Dr. H. Thamizhchelvan

Dentistry is one of the various fields which takes quantum 

leaps almost every single day. It is the responsibility of the dental 

professionals to be updated with such developments, particularly 

those that of relevance to the quality of patient case. A journal is a 

platform to share knowledge, encourage research work and 

showcase the research work for the upliftment of the quality of 

treatment.

The journal of Indian dental association has served for many 

years as an important form for knowledge exploration, research 

innovations and discrimination of ideas.  With the constant support 

and cooperation of the wonderful team of Chennai, we have been 

successful in promoting dental excellence in a scientific manner to 

students and its members and wish to continue the same in future.

I acknowledge the crucial importance of our highly skilled 

editors and reviewers and would like to express my special thanks to 

the team members and the dedicated review team. Thank you !!!

We sincerely hope this will continue to help many practitioners 

to enrich their knowledge and skills on the never ending science of 

dentistry.

with regards !!!
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In academics you need article publications for your promotions 

and in case of clinicians we need it to update our knowledge. So I 

request all the academician and clinicians to write, read and also to 

encourage youngsters to do the same for a better future. So try 

utilizing this journal to publish your valuable manuscript so that 

your future is been planned and secured.

“You can't be looking back; I live in the present and look 

towards the future”

As the quoting rightly states, we can't look back after wasting 

our time, we can't waste our present without utilizing it and also we 

need to prepare & plan our future
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